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Certificate from its proper function is to peg it to university matricu-
lation requirements." (P. 58.)
The Scottish Education Department, in Circular 145 of January
1949, accepted the general principles recommended by the Advisory
Council's report, but differed as regards certain details. Thus the
group system of the Senior Leaving Certificate was abandoned after
1949, but every candidate is required to follow a course of study
approved by the Department. For example, although a pass in
arithmetic is no longer demanded, yet this subject must be included
in every approved course. At the end of a five-year course the
school authorities decide the number of subjects each candidate
will present for examination, but the certificate is awarded on a
subject basis. The value of the certificate depends upon the number
and character of the passes recorded on it. A candidate who wishes
to satisfy the preliminary entrance requirements of a particular
professional body will offer those subjects only which are necessary
for this purpose. On the other hand, as in England the Scottish
universities have their own entrance regulations and these will
influence the curriculum of the school. Although the leaving-certifi-
cate is taken at the end of a five-year course, it is still possible,
though it is not encouraged, for a candidate to take, in the fourth
year of the school course, as many subjects as the school authorities
consider he is capable of attempting. These subjects will be taken
on the lower grade. This provision, which comes into force in 1951,
is to meet the needs of pupils who wish to leave school at the end
of the fourth year. It will be remembered that the original Senior
Leaving Certificate testified to the satisfactory completion of a
five-year course of secondary education. Hence the recent develop-
ments are not subject to the criticisms that have been levelled in
England about the age at which the General Certificate of Educa-
tion should be taken. The new examination will in future be known
as the Scottish Leaving Certificate.
Chapters ix to xi of the report are concerned with the Secondary
Curriculum, Technical Education in the Secondary School, and
Secondary Education in Rural and Highland Scotland respectively.
The suggestions regarding the treatment of school studies and the
place technical education should occupy in the secondary school,
will repay study by English as well as Scottish teachers.
The chapter on the Inspectorate emphasises the role of the
H.M.I.S as consultants and collaborators, and, although inspection
must always remain one of the functions of the Department's